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Dear Disability Determination Service:

Paige comes in to the Bloomfield Hills Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. She states that she has difficulties with her night vision such as driving a car at night. She states that it takes her a very long time to adjust to dark environments. She has a history of Usher’s syndrome and states that she was born deaf and received a cochlear implant when she was very young. She does not have difficulties using a computer nor reading small print. Currently, she is in college and has already received two associate degrees. She states that she is studying for a degree in architecture and interior design. She does not use eye drops. She has not had eye surgery.
On examination, the best corrected visual acuity is 20/25 on the right and 20/30 on the left. This is with a spectacle correction of –0.50 +0.50 x 060 on the right and plano +0.50 x 135 on the left. The near acuity measures 20/25 on each side with and without correction. The pupils are equally reactive and round. The muscle balance shows a small exotropia. Muscle movements are smooth and full. Applanation pressures are 17 on the right and 19 on the left. The slit lamp examination is unremarkable. The media are clear. The fundus examination shows bilateral peripheral bone-spicule pigmentation on both sides. The posterior poles are unremarkable. The cup-to-disc ratio is 0.2 on both sides. The eyelids are unremarkable.
Visual field testing utilizing a kinetic automated visual field machine with a III4e stimulus shows 49 degrees of horizontal field on the right and 55 degrees of horizontal field on the left.
Assessment:
1. Retinitis pigmentosa.

2. Myopia.

Paige has clinical findings that are consistent with the history of Usher’s syndrome as it manifests in the eyes. Based upon these findings, one would expect her to have difficulties adjusting to dark environments and functioning well under low lighting conditions. Her prognosis is guarded as this is a progressive condition. At this time, however, she can read small print, distinguish between small objects, and use a computer.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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